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Meeting Date: Thursday, June 20, 2019, at 7:00 P.M. in City Hall Room 301 

 

Chairperson Harmony Wilson called the meeting to order:  “I hereby call this meeting of the HCC to order 

under the M.G.L. Chapter 131, Section 40 and City of Haverhill Municipal Ordinance Chapter 253 on June 20, 

2019 (date correction brought up later – originally announced as July 20, 2019). Will the clerk please call the 

roll for attendance.” 

 

Clerk established as Brittney Ellis for roll call. 

 

Present:  Chairperson Harmony Wilson (HW), Ralph Basiliere (RB), Madeleine Howard-Morrissey, Esq. 

(MHM), and Phil LaCroix (PL) 

Absent: Joe DiPietro (JD), Hillary Rogers (HR), and Tom Wylie, Ed.D. (TW) 

Also Present: Robert E. Moore, Jr., Environmental Health Technician (RM) & Brittney Ellis, Recording Clerk 

 

Chairperson (HW) announces:  “At this time the commission wishes to inform those in attendance that should 

an item of business be acted upon this evening and you wish to be notified in writing that an appeal has been 

filed, you must give your name and address to the Conservation Commission department staff immediately 

following the action on that particular item of business so that you may follow the appeals process as you wish. 

Please note that this meeting is being audio recorded.” 

 

CONTINUANCES 

2.1. #33-NOI City of Haverhill for 1046 Main Street (Parcel ID: 636-1-6) Restoration of eroded streambank 

HW read the Staff Meeting Notes (SMN) recommendation “some application requirements remain outstanding. 

As agreed upon by the Applicant, continue this item to July 11
th

.” 

 Actions: RB motioned for continuance 

   MHM seconded 

   Yea:  PL & HW  

   Nay:  0 

   Motion Passed:  4-0-0 

 

2.4. #33-NOI Gedemino Club, Inc for Montvale Street (Parcel ID: 778-797-17) Construction of four single 

family houses. 

HW read the SMN recommendation “some application requirements remain outstanding. As agreed upon by the 

Applicant, continue this item to July 11
th

.” 

 Actions: RB motioned for continuance 

   MHM seconded 

   Yea:  PL & HW 

   Nay:  0 

   Motion Passed:  4-0-0 
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4.1.  Certificate - #33-1397 JR Builders, Inc. for 8 Emma Rose Circle 

4.2.  Certificate - #33-1398 JR Builders, Inc. for 2 Emma Rose Circle 

4.3.  Certificate - #33-1399 JR Builders, Inc. for 5 Emma Rose Circle 

4.4.  Certificate - #33-1359 JR Builders, Inc. for Delray Drive (“Delhaven Estates”) 

HW read the SMN recommendation “as agreed upon with the Applicant, continue these items to July 11
th

 to 

allow for final punchlist items to be completed.” 

 Actions: RB motioned for continuance 

   PL:  seconded 

   Yea:  MHM & HW 

   Nay:  0 

   Motion passed:  4-0-0 

 

5.1. Enforcement Order – Riley Land Trust for Fondi Road (Parcel ID: 585-430-2G) 

HW read the SMN recommendation “as discussed at the May 30
th

 meeting, I’ve consulted DEP on this matter. 

A conventional restoration approach is recommended. As agreed upon with the Applicant, continue these items 

to July 11
th

 to allow for the development of a restoration plan.” 

 Actions: RB:  motioned for continuance 

   PL:  seconded 

   Yea:  MHM & HW 

   Nay:  0 

   Motion passed:  4-0-0 

    

1. REQUEST FOR DETERMINATION OF APPLICABILITY (PUBLIC HEARINGS) 

HW announced there were none scheduled. 
 

2. NOTICE OF INTENT (PUBLIC HEARINGS) 

2.2. #33-NOI Carroll Gustafson for Crystal Street (Parcel ID: 576-436-26) Construct a single-family 

house 

Plans and Documents: 

 Staff Meeting Notes, 5.30.19, 6.20.19 

 NOI Application Materials, 5.17.19 

 Site Plan, dated 5.16.19, rev 5.30.19 (CSI) 

 NHESP Review, dated 6.19.19 

Summary:       HW opened the public hearing asking if anyone is here to speak. Carroll Gustafson (CG) of 

358 Main Street, Groveland states that he understands from looking on the computer that it seems they have 

accepted it with conditions. To which, RM explains the engineer made the plan revisions that were 

discussed at the last meeting. One driveway was moved out of the 35’-No Disturbance Zone. Both 

driveways were modified for a stretch to include gravel material as opposed to being paved the entire length. 

There were some other minor adjustments to the no disturbance zone. For the last meeting one of the houses 

was already flipped, the garage and house were flip-flopped to accommodate pulling it out of the 75’-No 

Disturbance Zone. NHESP provided comments approving it under Wetlands Protection Act and the 

Endangered Species Act had about a half-dozen conditions that we can include in the OOC. 

Chairperson HW asks if anyone is present to speak either for or against this project. No one speaks. HW 

asks for comments from the commission. RB asks what species are being protected. RM answers Blanding’s 

turtles and Blue-Spotted salamander. RB asks if everyone is on board/agreeing that what the NHESP has 

prescribed and that it will in fact happen, that the applicants agree with it. RM asks if the applicants have 

any concerns with the conditions. Tony Sarkis (TS), of 6 Hoffman Avenue, Lawrence, MA, who is the 
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purchaser of property from CG states:  after looking over everything in its beginning stages that it looks like 

it is all common sense stuff that they are definitely good with…yes. RB states to TS that if we issue a 

condition for something to be done, it has to be done. TS replies, yes. 

Chairperson HW states if no one has any more questions or comments she will read the SMN comments 

from RM dated June, 20, 2019: “Engineer has prepared revised plans based on May 30
th

 hearing. PDFs have 

been submitted. NHESP has reviewed the project. Under the WPA, it determined the project will not 

adversely affect the actual resource area habitat of state-protected wildlife species. However, under its 

MESA review, the Division determined the project must be conditioned in order to avoid a prohibited 

“take” of state-listed species. The six conditions should be included in an OOC approving the project.” 

Prior to motion RM asks for revised paper plans from engineer…already has PDFs. 

MHM asks if the turtle protection plan goes in with the OOC. RM replies the six conditions will go into 

the order. The protection plan needs NHESP approval, so that would be submitted to NHESP. We would 

await approval. MHM asks for a copy of plan. RM replies “sure”, it will probably dictate things such as the 

installation of the barrier that they actually already have as another condition and monitoring the site at the 

beginning of construction each day to make they don’t have any nesting turtles within the construction area. 

If something is found within the site you need a permit for moving them and include language along those 

lines. 

HW asks for any other comments. 

RB states the only comment to all parties involved before the issuance of a permit is “that when it comes 

to endangered species, these conditions are strict and are taken most seriously. Now we are going to enter 

into this keeping you at your word. That you are going to do these. But I just want to impose upon you with 

all due respect the importance of these conditions for the wildlife habitat. It’s our highest priority, and we 

like to continue having a positive relationship moving forward, get things done that we need to. But those 

have to be done.”  

Unknown Female (UF) accompanying TS states: we are very respectful of those conditions and the 

wildlife. RB…thank you. UF states: and it makes sense to us when we read the conditions. RB…thank you. 

UF…absolutely. RB…I’m glad you agree; it will make it easier for everybody. 

RB…with that if the Chair’s satisfied…HW…yes. 

 

Actions:   RB:  “I hereby move that we issue an OOC approving this project with conditions typical 

for residential development in watershed areas. The OOC shall also include the 

conditions issued by the NHESP; the HCC conditions pertaining to pervious driveways, 

driveway grading, and roof recharge (1”); and the installation of signage at 50’-intervals 

along the southern limit of work/sedimentation control barrier should be added.” 

 MHM:  seconded 

 Yea: HW & PL 

 Nay: 0 

 Motion passed 4-0-0 

 

2.3. #33-1465 Carroll Gustafson for Crystal St (Parcel ID: 576-436-26A) Construct a single-family house 

Plans and Documents: 

 Staff Meeting Notes, 5.30.19, 6.20.19 

 NOI Application Materials, 5.17.19 

 Site Plan, dated 5.16.19, rev 5.29.19 (CSI) 

 NHESP Review, dated 6.19.19 
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Summary:  HW states that we should have probably rolled this into 2.2. RM states comments are the same 

as 2.2.  HW reads recommendations from RM:  “Issue an OOC approving this project with conditions 

typical for residential development in watershed areas.  The OOC shall also include the conditions issued by 

the NHESP; the HCC conditions pertaining to pervious driveways, driveway grading, & roof recharge (1”); 

and the installation of signage at 50’-intervals along the western limit of work/sedimentation control 

barrier.” 

HW asks for a motion unless anyone has anymore comments/questions. 

MHM states we should identify this as DEP #33-1465. 

Actions: RB:  “I hereby move that we issue an OOC approving this project with conditions typical 

for residential development in watershed areas. The OOC shall also include the 

conditions issued by the NHESP; the HCC conditions pertaining to pervious driveways, 

driveway grading, and roof recharge (1”); and the installation of signage at 50’-intervals 

along the southern limit of work/sedimentation control barrier should be added.” 

 PL:  seconded 

 Yea:  HW & MHM 

 Nay:  0 

 Motion passed 4-0-0 
 

3. REQUEST TO AMEND A FINAL ORDER OF CONDITIONS (PUBLIC HEARINGS) 

HW announced there were none scheduled. 

 

PAUSED – BRIEF BREAK 

 

RESUME 
 

4. EXTENSIONS AND CERTIFICATES 

4.5. Certificate - #33-1279 David & Joyce Middlemiss for 6 Back Nine Drive 

Plans and Documents: 

 Staff Meeting Notes, 6.20.19 

Summary:  HW reads SMN comments: “HCC issued this OOC in 2009 to regulate the construction of 

infrastructure to service this 50-lot cluster subdivision, as well as activities associated with a new golf 

clubhouse.  The OOC expired; a new NOI will be needed to complete all remaining work within HCC 

jurisdiction. HW reads SMN recommendations:  “In light of the original developer’s work stoppage and the 

project foreclosure, I believe it is reasonable to release this lot from the OOC.  I recommend the issuance of 

a “Partial Certification”, with the inclusion of Section IX of the Order as “Ongoing Conditions”.  This is 

consistent with actions previously taken on neighboring lots.” 

 Actions:          RB:  “so moved” 

                         PL:  seconded 

                         Yea:  HW & MHM 

                          Nay:  0 

                              Motion passed 4-0-0 

 

5. ENFORCEMENT 

HW announced there were none scheduled. 
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6. PLANNING DEPARTMENT BUSINESS 

6.1. Request for Comment - Special Permit – 20 Newcomb St, LLC, 20 Newcomb St 

Plans and Documents: 

 Staff Meeting Notes, 6.20.19 

 Request for Comment materials forwarded by and on file with the Planning Board 

Summary:  HW reads SMN comments: “Project consists of renovations to an existing house to 

accommodate 13 efficiency units for non-profit housing.  Parking lot improvements are also proposed on the 

north side of the house. There are no wetland resource areas associated with the site. The project does not 

require a stormwater management permit.” HW reads SMN recommendations: “Issue a communication to 

the Planning Board offering no objection to the proposed special permit.” HW asks for any comments. 

MHM asks is this low income? 13 efficiency units for non-profit. RM replies that’s all I 

know.  

MHM…ok. RM states he looked up efficiency units - small units. RB states they are usually only 1 

room, like a studio. RM...even smaller than a studio. MHM…with common areas. RM…common 

laundry area each floor. Common space to get in and out of each unit. HW states she doesn’t have any 

comments.  

Actions: RB:  “I hereby move that we issue a communication to the Planning Board offering no 

objection to the proposed special permit.” 

 PL:  seconded 

 HW asks:  “All those in favor” 

 Replies:  Yea across the board 

 Motion passed 4-0-0 

 

7. MISCELLANEOUS 

7.1. Emergency Certification Form – City of Haverhill for Route 495NB, water line break 

Summary:  HW reads SMN comments: “On June 10
th

, the 12” water line servicing the Covanta facility 

ruptured adjacent to Route 495NB, immediately south of Exit 48.  The rupture caused sideslope erosion into 

an adjacent resource area. I visited the site that day with our Water Department Foreman, Gary Burton.  We 

agreed upon a scope of work to provide erosion control, stabilize the road shoulder (following pipe repair), 

and remove sediment from the resource area. I issued the ECF, with conditions, on June 10
th

.  Work was 

completed within a couple of days.  The slope is being monitored for germination.” 

 Actions: MHM:  motioned to ratify the Emergency Certification Form 

   RB:  seconded 

   HW asks:  “All those in favor” 

   Replies:  Yea across the board 

   Motion passed 4-0-0 

 

8. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

HW announced there were none scheduled. 

 

9. ADJOURN 

RB:  7:41 PM EASTERN 

 

The Conservation Commission frequently uses the City of Haverhill’s Geographic Information System during its 

meetings to display the loci of agenda items on a wall-mounted video screen for the viewing of all in attendance. 


